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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, as amended, (MCL 15.264), and 
State of Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020-15, to hold City Council 
meetings electronically: 

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held electronically on Wednesday, May 
20th, 2020, opening at 8:01 p.m.  Mayor Lorenz presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Lorenz, Clarke, Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar 
     Absent:   None 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Cassar, to approve the City Council Agenda for May 20th, 2020, 
as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the following items on the consent agenda 
as submitted. 
 

A. April 15th, 2020 Regular Meeting  
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12128-12131, DD3831-3867, EFT1435-1443, 

STUB119-STUB122; and A/P check #’s 50909-50932, EFT 2150-2153, 2156-2167, ACH 
2154-2155; TOTALING: $260,780.40. 

C. Acceptance of Public Works for April 2020.  
  
 Yes: All 
 No:  None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
          
COMMITTEE REPORTS    
 
There were no reports. 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Lorenz opened the meeting to the public.   
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He asked them to raise their hand using the icon at the bottom of the screen or *9 on the phone.  
There were two guests and they had no public comments. 
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
        
Martin stated things are so different now.   
        F-004-20 
The 2020 Census is being conducted right now.  This is very important to the City for funding and 
the figures will be used for the next 10 years.  Everything from State Shared Revenue and Act 51 
funding for streets, to CDBG and State and Local programs.  As of yesterday 80% of Sylvan Lake 
households have responded.  It only takes about 10 minutes to complete the survey online.  Let’s hit 
100%! 
        C5-001-20 
Thank you to Kathy Steuer and others for coordinating and setting up the banners to recognize all of 
the Sylvan Lake 2020 Graduates.  A great idea done well.  Parks and Rec will be hosting a car parade 
of graduates Saturday morning, from Inverness, to Garland to Avondale, then back to Pontiac Drive 
and the Community Center.  Again, thank you for your creativity and willingness to do these 
activities. 
        PR-003-20 
Thank you to Patrick Runk and Karen Berkfield for striping one of the tennis courts to play pickle 
ball.  It was a lot of work, but it looks great and Martin is sure it will be used a lot this summer. 
        ZP-001-20 
We will have our Planning Commission next Tuesday, March 26th.  It will also be a virtual meeting.  
The only agenda item will be the continued discussion and possible recommendation for the rezoning 
request for the Whitfield School Property. 

The next Planning Commission meeting is scheduled for the following week, June 2nd, and that too 
will be a virtual meeting. 

Thank you to Midge Davidson for putting together a blood drive with the Red Cross for July 14th.  It 
will be at the Community Center.  He is guessing volunteers are still needed.  You can contact her for 
information.       C5-002-20 

Thank you to Pete Harrop for constructing and donating plastic full-face shields to our department 
and several others.  Stone Soap donated hand sanitizer.  There have been several others that have 
donated masks as well.  We truly appreciate the thoughtfulness and care that you show. C5-003-20 

The Sylvan Lake Police Department, along with Keego Harbor, Orchard Lake, and many others, 
participated in solidarity laps around several hospitals, thanking the medical workers for their 
diligence and service. They are heroes.  It’s an awesome sight seeing what was likely over a hundred 
emergency response vehicles lit up in a procession around those hospitals.  P1-001-20 
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Sadly, the Memorial Day parade will not be held this year. Dennise is putting together a slide show of 
photos from prior parades and Memorial Services and should have it out by Memorial Day.  Also 
City Hall just heard cable will be putting together a compilation of past parades from Sylvan Lake 
and Keego Harbor and airing that.     C5-004-20 

Jim Smith, parade chair, posted the following on Next Door.  Martin read what he posted.   “The 
traditional Sylvan Lake Memorial Day parade and veteran’s recognition ceremony will not be held 
this year.  The close gathering of participants, viewers, and especially the honored veterans 
themselves would be contrary to all common sense.  We are all disappointed.  Everybody had hoped 
the coronavirus pandemic would be over by May 25th.  But it will not be.  We cannot risk heightened 
occurrence of this mysterious and often deadly infection within our Sylvan Lake community. But 
please do not forget Memorial Day.  Walk or drive by our beautiful Veteran’s Memorial Park to pay 
homage to our fallen veterans.  They sacrificed their precious time, their toil and even their lives for 
us.  The Sylvan Lake Garden Club and the City will place their traditional wreaths at the 
Memorial.  Appropriate signage and flowers will be in place. Kathy Robbins and the Memorial Day 
Committee reached out with greeting cards to thank Sylvan Lake veterans.  Please express your own 
appreciation - phone calls, Facebook, texts, tweets, twitters, emails, socially distanced conversation. 
Thank you for your service!  And thank you to all the Sylvan Lake friends and neighbors, children 
and children-at-heart who would have joyfully participated in best little parade and recognition 
ceremony in the State of Michigan.  Hope to see you all again next year!”  

It has been an interesting Spring for sure.  As mentioned last month, Dennise and Martin had been 
working at City Hall keeping everything running all along.  We have been much busier now trying to 
keep up with the work while short staffed. In addition to the normal business and phone calls, the 
calls regarding the executive orders, what’s allowed and what is not, people were getting antsy and 
we were getting complaints and concerns from residents thinking people are violating the order, or 
complaints that we aren’t allowing a contractor in, or allowing other business activity. Those calls 
increased dramatically since our last meeting.  We were truly getting it from both sides.  We have 
been and continue to take this pandemic very seriously, and do not make the decisions lightly.  We do 
our best to communicate and educate.  Sometimes we find it necessary to be a little more blunt with 
what we put out in a newsbyte because people aren’t following the rules, or are arguing them.  Then 
we see responses to those post that they are too harsh, why did we post it, and even that we are 
treating them like children.  As always, our goal is compliance and safety.  It is very frustrating when 
a few, or group of people get going on social media complaining about things, or incorrectly 
answering questions.  Boat Dock installation was one of those topics.  It was a little funny looking 
out my window while it’s snowing and at the same time hearing about people complaining we are 
infringing on their right to install a dock.   

Speaking of Social Media, City hall does not monitor or regulate posts on FB or Nextdoor.  If you 
have a question related to the City and want to make sure your answer is correct, it is best to call or 
email us directly.      BD-001-20 
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Kayak’s and the Kayak rack was also a topic of conversation.  We did not say we would install more 
kayak racks, and we have no intentions as of now to install another rack. There is not room to install 
a similar style rack between the tennis courts and the Parks and Rec building.  We did discuss the 
possibility of vertical storage there, but we are so far behind that it is not on our list of things to do.   

Many things have changed and continue to change as we figure out when businesses will open, and 
how to do it as safely as possible.  

Natalie and the DPW employees came back to work about 2 weeks ago.  That has been a huge help.  
We have safety protocols in place for all of our employees.  We also have procedures in place for 
how we handle all City business.  City Hall is still closed, so there is no contact.  When City Hall 
opens to the public, we will still encourage people to do business remotely.  Paying bills online, drop 
payments by check in the mail slot, and dropping off applications, plans, etc. in the mail slot too.  We 
will be installing another mail slot/drop box next to the door at the top of the ramp for easier access.  
We will continue to use the mailbox in front of City Hall to place things for residents to pick up, like 
park tags, keys, permits, etc.      

Community Center rentals is another issue.    People are calling wanting to make a reservation and 
asking if they are not allowed to, will they get their money back.  We have refunded all reservations 
due to Covid from the beginning of the pandemic through June.   We don’t know when the Governor 
will allow people to assemble again.  Until that happens, we cannot allow people to use the 
Community Center.   However, if somebody wants to take a chance on reserving the Community 
Center in July or something and they cannot use it due to the EO, we will keep $50 of their fee for 
processing.  That’s their call.      CC-001-20 

We will have our park rangers working as usual.  The play structures and restrooms will remain 
closed.  Gates will be installed and closed as usual too.  

What Martin is not looking forward to is trying to decipher and enforce the Executive Orders as they 
allow businesses and facilities to open with all of the requirements and restrictions.  He is very 
confident that the police will get a lot more calls about people violating the rules.  That means 
customers not following rules, complaints from customers about businesses and also complaints from 
employees about customers and businesses not following the guidelines.  This will be a very 
interesting and difficult few months.    P1-002-20 

Martin is still missing his handshakes and hugs, eating, and drinking with friends, and going out for a 
meal or a family that aren’t home.   Hopefully, we will be able to do that again soon, but we know 
there will be restrictions.  We will get through this.  But it is serious.  Please keep doing what you’re 
doing, following social distancing, taking care of others, and staying safe.  
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The last thing Martin wanted to explain and then discuss is the annual fireworks hosted by the Boat 
Club.  He clarified how the fireworks approval process works and then ask for some input from City 
Council.       M-002-20 

The fireworks display requires approval from the Fire Department and the City.  We have had 
Fireworks in Sylvan Lake for years.  Since they moved the launch area onto barges in the lake, it has 
really been the same process each year, with the exception of last year when the Boat Club asked 
permission to have food trucks and music in the parks.  The permit application would be submitted 
by the fireworks vendor to the City of Sylvan Lake.  We would forward the application to the West 
Bloomfield Fire Department.  When the Fire Department approved the permit for safety, the City 
would pass a traffic control order for parking, approve parking in the Community Center and approve 
the permit.   

This year, it is not that simple.  Due to the pandemic, there will not be an automatic approval of the 
fireworks permit.  There are a few things that come into play.   

1. We don’t know if gatherings will be allowed by July 3rd. 
2. If gatherings are allowed, which is doubtful for that size that soon, do we want to potentially 

have to deal with thousands of people in our parks?  Social distancing would be impossible.  
3. Even if the Boat Club said this is a private event, it would be impossible to keep others out of 

the City and parks, or even driving and parking in cars. People are expecting the annual 
fireworks and they would still come.   

4. Fireworks really aren’t ever “private.” But if this were truly a private event at a private home, 
for a birthday or something, NOT on July 3rd, it would be different.  That is not the case here. 

So there are a couple of things to discuss.  Would you be willing to state that you will not approve the 
fireworks permit for July 3rd?   What are your thoughts on postponing to the end of August?  He 
thought August 28th was mentioned as a possibility.  The issues with that date is we still don’t know 
if large gatherings will be allowed by then. 

 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Cassar thanked Jim Smith for always putting a lot of effort into the parade.  He thanked Kathy 
Robbins for sending cards to Vets and those in the service.  He shared the Governor put a hold on the 
Goose round-up.  He is asking for an exemption. 
 
Zubrzycki thank Martin for the budget presentation and Luke for the goose round-up.  He thanked the 
first responders, nurses, doctors, and police.  Lastly he thanked all soldiers. 
 
Clarke thanked the first responders, healthcare workers and essential workers.  He is sad the 
Memorial Day parade can’t take place, but it is great to see Parks & Rec creative ideas for events.  
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Salemi thanked Martin and City staff for doing a fantastic job handling all this.  He asked everyone to 
go by Memorial Park and pay their respects.   Salemi shared he knows someone with a dog who 
would love to chase geese if rules could be bent to allow this daily.   
 
Lorenz acknowledged he did speak with Dave Scott, Civic Center TV, and they are putting together 
past parade clips to put out on cable on Memorial Day.  Lorenz thanked Martin for the budget 
presentation.  He did a great job explaining the infrastructure millage they would like to propose on 
the ballot in November.  Congratulations to the residents for the following rules with social 
distancing.  He doesn’t want to see parks closing because social distancing isn’t being observed.  He 
thanked the first responders during these difficult times.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
     R2-003-20 B-002-20   
A.  Resolution establishing the Cost for the Collection of Trash, Recycling, Leaves, etc. for 

2020/21 
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Clarke, to adopt the resolution establishing the annual fee for the 
collection of solid waste, recycling, yard waste, leaves, etc. at $193.20 annually per residential unit as 
a special assessment. 
 
 Yes:   Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz 
 No:     None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
B.  Millage Rate Resolution Adopting 2021/21 Millage Rates 

     R2-004-20 B-003-20 
 Moved by Salemi, seconded Clarke, to adopt the millage rate resolution for 2020/21 totaling 
19.9666 mills as presented.  
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar 
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
C.  Appropriations Resolution Adopting 2020/21 Budget 

     R2-005-20 B-004-20 
Moved by Cassar, seconded Salemi, to adopt the appropriations resolution stating the budgeting 
standards and setting the budget for 2020/21 totaling $4,455,516 as presented. 
 
 Yes:  Lorenz. Salemi, Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke,  
 No:   None 
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        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 

 
D.  Certify Delinquent Account Receivable Bills to 2020 Tax Roll 

     T-002-20 
 Moved by Clarke, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve certifying the outstanding accounts 
receivable bills totaling $757.90 to the summer tax roll as presented.  
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz. Salemi, 
 No:   None  
        MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
E.  Ordinance 350 to Amend Chapter 42, Parks & Recreation 

     O-005-20 BD-002-20 PR-004-20 
Martin explained this ordinance put the boat docks, kayak storage, and park items all into one 
ordinance to make it easier to find and to enforce.  He noted some areas were cleaned up for 
clarification.  In light of the current COVID-19 pandemic, two sentences were added to section 42-15 
(b) to allow City Council to restrict the number of people using the parks by resolution.   
 
Sec. 42-15(b) Each Park/Beach Tag entitles the resident’s entire family living at the Sylvan Lake 
address (household), plus eight (8) guests to the use of the park and beach areas.  Provided, however, 
that City Council may limit the number of guests allowed to be invited to use the park and beach 
areas.  Such limitation to be by resolution stating the basis for such limitation and a duration of no 
more than 120 days. 
 
Cassar discussed several sections of the ordinance he has concerns with.  He doesn’t feel sharing a 
dock space should be discounted.  Lorenz stated it promotes more on the lake when the waitlist is so 
long.  Cassar also doesn’t like having to put a sticker on his boat just to launch it.  Martin explained it 
is very efficient to be able the sticker instead of stopping every person launching a boat and having to 
inspect the key and verify their registration.  Cassar suggested section 42-4(1) should match 42-4(2) 
regarding moving within the City.  Also, section 42-6(8) adding neighboring leasees may elect to 
share docks and consolidate spaces.   
 
Clarke has concerns with canoe/kayak storage.  He is worried more residents are buying kayaks, and 
this will lead to more left in their yard.  He feels it is a bad idea to lose your space year to year.  
Salemi liked Martin’s suggestion of a lottery each year for a rack space.  Clarke asked why we 
wouldn’t treat dock spaces the same.   Lorenz explained it is more difficult to transport a motorboat, 
hoist and dock.   
 
Martin stated he did discuss the possibility of installing vertical storage against the parks and rec 
building, next to the tennis courts.  He is not sure how many it can hold but would not do it this year. 
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Martin added he would like to add two more sections 42-18 Docking and/or Mooring of boats 
prohibited, and 42-19 Loud noises and music prohibited.  Council agreed to 42-18 but felt noise and 
music would be covered under the noise ordinance already.  Martin agreed and explained he was just 
trying to put everything together for easy reference.   
 
 Moved by Cassar, seconded Salemi, to Adopt Ordinance 350 to Amend Chapter 42, Parks & 
Recreation.  Adding applicants who move from one home within the City immediately to another 
home within the City shall retain their dock space to Section 42-4(1); 42-6(8) neighboring leases may 
elect to share docks and consolidate spaces; and 42-18 Docking and/or mooring of boats prohibited.   
 
 Yes:  Cassar, Clarke, Lorenz, Salemi, Zubrzycki 
 No:   None 
        ORDIANCE ADODPTED 
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 
c. Infrastructure Millage – W/S and St/Drain 

 
   
 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Salemi, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


